
“Timeless Hymns,
Living Faith”

Discover the Meaning, Message, and
Scripture Behind 50 Beloved Hymns

Brian Sloan
LivingPraying.com

Sample Copy



Preface

Hymns are more than just melodies from another era—

they are testimonies, prayers, and rich expressions of

faith passed down through the generations.

This devotional collection was created to help you not

only appreciate the history and meaning behind 50 of

the most beloved hymns of all time, but also to

connect those songs to your personal walk with

Christ.

Each entry in this book follows a thoughtful structure:

A brief background on the hymn—its author,

origin, and the story behind its creation.

A devotional reflection designed to draw out

timeless spiritual truths from the hymn’s message

and help you apply them to your daily life.

A Scripture reading is included to ground each

theme in the Word of God,

And each section closes with a prayer, giving you

space to respond to what you've read and heard.

Whether you’re reading about one hymn per day, per

week, or as the Lord leads, may these reflections stir

your soul, strengthen your faith, and renew your joy in

the Lord who sings over you.

Welcome to a journey of worship, memory, and fresh

grace—through some of the greatest songs ever

written for the people of God.

Click Here to download entire book - $1.99
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Amazing Grace
Written by John Newton, 1772

Background & Origin

Few hymns have touched the human soul like Amazing

Grace. Written in 1772, the lyrics sprang from the pen of

a man who once trafficked in human lives. John Newton,

a British seaman and former slave ship captain, lived a

youth of rebellion, profanity, and pride. 

But during a violent storm at sea, convinced he was

about to die, Newton cried out to God for mercy. That

moment marked the beginning of a slow but radical

transformation.

Although it took years for him to leave the slave trade

entirely, his conscience awakened. Eventually, Newton

became a devoted follower of Christ and an Anglican

pastor. He later joined forces with William Wilberforce in

the abolitionist movement and used his past to advocate

against the cruelty of slavery. 



The words of Amazing Grace were originally written for a

New Year’s Day sermon, based on 1 Chronicles 17:16-17,

where King David reflects on God's unmerited kindness. It

was just one of over 280 hymns Newton wrote for his

church in Olney, England.

What’s extraordinary is that this hymn—born from

repentance, gratitude, and awe—has transcended time,

denominations, cultures, and continents. Sung at funerals

and revivals, in quiet devotion and public protest, Amazing

Grace has become not just a Christian classic, but a

cultural anthem of redemption.

About the Writer

John Newton (1725–1807) was a man reclaimed by grace.

Orphaned as a teenager, pressed into naval service, and

later employed in the West African slave trade, Newton's

early life was marked by cruelty, rebellion, and spiritual

blindness. He once described himself as "a wretch... the

chief of sinners." 

But through God's patient pursuit, Newton was saved—not

just from a storm at sea, but from a hardened heart. In his

later years, he became a pastor, writer, and abolitionist.

His personal story infused his ministry with humility and

power. Near the end of his life, he said, “My memory is

nearly gone, but I remember two things: that I am a great

sinner and that Christ is a great Savior.”

Spiritual Reflection

Grace is a word we sing about but sometimes do not stop

to grasp in its fullness. It's more than kindness. 



It is the undeserved, unearned, unrelenting favor of God.

Newton understood that—not as theology on paper, but as

rescue in real life. Every line of Amazing Grace tells a

story. 

Not just his story, but ours. We were lost—wandering in

spiritual darkness. We were blind—unable to see our need

for God. And yet, by grace, we were found. We were given

sight. We were made new. 

Consider the line, “Through many dangers, toils, and

snares, I have already come.” Newton had experienced

literal shipwrecks and soul-wrecking sins. But grace had

preserved him. 

That same preserving grace carries us. When life

becomes overwhelming—when regret haunts, and guilt

clings—grace reminds us that Jesus bore it all. The cross

didn’t just offer hope; it guaranteed it.

And grace doesn’t stop at conversion. It follows us.

Sustains us. Grows us. “Twas grace hath brought me safe

thus far, and grace will lead me home.” That’s the promise.

Grace won’t let us go.

Scripture Reading

“The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly,

along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”

 —1 Timothy 1:14 (NIV)

“But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…”

 —Romans 5:20 (NIV)



Prayer 

“Gracious Father, Thank You for loving me before I ever

called Your name. I confess how often I’ve tried to earn

what You’ve already given freely. Help me live each day

amazed by Your mercy—never forgetting how far You’ve

brought me, and never doubting that You’ll carry me

home. Like Newton, may I remember this one great truth:

that I am a great sinner, but Christ is an even greater

Savior. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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How Great Thou Art

Based on a poem by Carl Boberg, translated and adapted by

Stuart K. Hine 

Background & Origin 

How Great Thou Art" traces its origins to Sweden with

Carl Boberg's 1885 poem, "O Store Gud." Boberg, a 25 or

26-year-old Swedish preacher and editor, was inspired

while walking home from church near Kronobäck,

Sweden. 

How Great Thou Art didn’t begin as an English hymn—it

began as a Swedish poem in 1885. Carl Boberg, a 26-

year-old preacher, schoolteacher, and editor, penned the

original words after being caught in a sudden

thunderstorm while walking home from church in

southern Sweden. 

As the storm passed and sunlight returned, the dramatic

shift in nature stirred something in him. He later

described how the powerful clap of thunder followed by

the stillness of creation moved him to reflect on God's

majesty. That evening, he wrote the nine stanzas of O

Store Gud ("O Great God"). 

The poem was later matched to a traditional Swedish folk

melody, and its journey began. It was translated into

German, then Russian, and eventually into English by

British missionary Stuart K. Hine. 
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Hine expanded and adapted the text during his mission

work in the Carpathian Mountains, especially after

witnessing the fervent prayers of impoverished villagers

and hearing stories of miraculous provision and wartime

deliverance.

He added two original verses based on his own

missionary experiences, including the final verse: “When

Christ shall come with shout of acclamation...” 

Billy Graham later popularized the hymn in the English-

speaking world during his evangelistic crusades in the

1950s. George Beverly Shea’s stirring baritone renditions

made it a signature anthem for a generation. Over time, it

became one of the most beloved and awe-inspiring

hymns in the world.



About the Writers

Carl Boberg (1859–1940) was a Swedish lay minister,

poet, and editor. His love for nature and theology merged

in O Store Gud, which quickly gained popularity in

Scandinavia. Boberg later served in the Swedish

parliament. 

Stuart K. Hine (1899–1989), an English missionary and

hymn writer, encountered Boberg’s work through a

Russian translation and adapted it into English while

serving in Eastern Europe. His additions reflect a deep

heart for the gospel and the second coming of Christ. 

Spiritual Reflection 

We live in a world filled with noise—endless movement,

glowing screens, restless hearts. How Great Thou Art

invites us to stop and look up. To step away from

distraction and remember the awe of standing beneath a

thundercloud or gazing at a starlit sky. 

To recognize that the One who created the mountains

also bore our sins on Calvary. That the God of thunder

also whispers love. 

The hymn begins in creation: “O Lord my God, when I in

awesome wonder…” It invites us to see nature not as

random or self-made, but as a divine reflection of God’s

majesty. Every tree, breeze, bird, and blade of grass

declares His glory. The second verse moves closer:

“When I think that God, His Son not sparing, sent Him to

die…” We go from how great He is in the heavens, to how

personal He is on the cross.



 And then comes that powerful closing image: Christ

returning in glory—not to suffer, but to reign. How Great

Thou Art isn’t just a celebration of God’s creative power,

but of His saving grace and final victory.

This hymn re-centers our hearts. It lifts our eyes. And in

doing so, it teaches us to worship—not just with words,

but with wonder. 

Scripture Reading 

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,

what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human

beings that you care for them?”

 —Psalm 8:3–4 (NIV)

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies

proclaim the work of his hands.”

 —Psalm 19:1 (NIV)

 Prayer 

“God of wonder and majesty, When I look at the world

You made, I’m humbled that You know my name. Thank

You for showing Your greatness not only in the skies, but

also on the cross. Teach me to live in reverent awe—

letting creation stir my praise, letting Your grace fuel my

worship, and looking forward with joy to the day You

return in glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”


